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an annual contribution from municipal funds not exceeding 2 per cent, on the rateable value of lands and buildings. In Calcutta, the northern wards of the city are greatly overcrowded, and masonry buildings and basils (collections of mud huts) are all huddled together without sufficient means of ventilation. A comprehensive scheme has recently been prepared for the opening out and improvement of the congested portions of the city.
Rangoon, The municipality of Rangoon is administered under the general Burma Municipal Act (III of 1898). The administration is vested in twenty-five commissioners, sixteen of whom are elected by members of the European, Chinese, Hindu, Muhanv madan, and Burmese communities, and three by commercial bodies. The remaining sh (including the president) are appointed by the Government. The population amounts to nearly 219,000, and the ordinary revenue in 1902-3 was nearly 25 lakhs, The receipts are steadily increasing from year to year.
Griffin of
local
boards.
Tfie Local Boards of British India
The development of local institutions in rural areas began later, and has been slower, than the growth of municipal government* In Madras and Bombay semi-voluntary funds for local improvements were the first germ of modern local self-government. This system of voluntary association did not extend to Bengal and the United Provinces, but consultative committees assisted the I >istrict officers in the management of funds devoted to local schools, roads, and dispensaries* The earliest legislation for raising rates to be devoted to local objects was applied to Hind in the year 1865, replacing a .system of local cesses inherited from the administration of the Mlrs. This Act authorized the imposition of a small cess on land and a tax on houses: it presupposed the existence of local executive committees, but made no provision of a constitutional character with regard to them. In the following year an Act was passed to authorise the levy of a local rate in the Madras Presidency, but the ratepayers took no part in the administn^ licm of the proceeds, Bombay followed suit, in 1869, with a kw to regulate and extend the operations hitherto conducted by the loot! committees. It was the avowed intention of this measure to accustom the people to take part in the administration of their affairs, and the proceeds of the cess were to be administered by committees nominated by the Government and under the tutelage of the Collector. The year 1871 saw a wide develop* ment of legislation for local purposes, partly due to growing